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LocalLawFirms.com is a site created and made available strictly for 
educational purposes and to outline a general understanding of the law 
in the United States. Since laws constantly change and differ from state to 
state you are urged to locate the nearest lawyer to you. 
Attorney-Client Relationship - Information published or made 
available through LocalLawFirms.com is not intended to be treated or 
considered legal advice, mediation counseling and no attorney-client 
relationship is formed. Use of this website and any materials linked from 
this website are at your own risk. LocalLawFirms.com is not a referral 
service and we do not receive any portion of legal fees. Arrangements 
made by you and any law firm listed with our service are strictly 
between you and that party LocalLawFirms.com is not involved in any 
way. 



r^minal Defense Attorney Overview 



To better understand the importance of criminal defense and its vital role in the 
criminal justice system, a criminal defense overview may be helpful. According to 
the 5th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, "...it is unlawful for an individual to 
be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. 
Defendants in a criminal defense case may be subjected to only a portion or all of 
these steps. It is during these processes that the individual has the right to protect 
himself or herself by retaining legal representation. While defendants have the 
option of entering into these proceedings without legal representation, most 
defendants choose to have the assistance of an expert criminal defense attorney. 
The Right to an Attorney According to the 6th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, defendants have the right to secure legal representation. Even those 
that are indigent and do not have the financial means to hire a criminal defense 
lawyer attorney still have the right to be represented by legal counsel. The U.S. 
Constitution ensures that individuals charged with a federal crime will have 
access to a criminal defense lawyer. Most state constitutions extend this right to 
those individuals charged with a state felony as well. While this right does not 
attach in each and every circumstance in which a law is violated, it does attach 
when serious violations of the law are alleged. 



ivorce marital rarnmr l^aiv 



Divorce is a sad fact of life, and it affects thousands of families each year. Practically no 
one enters in to a marriage contract believing that the final outcome of the union will 
be divorce. However, people change as well as circumstances, and oftentimes married 
couples find that they are no longer able to make their marriage work. When couples 
determine to dissolve their marital union, the relationship between the couple has 
probably been damaged considerably. It may be difficult for the divorcing spouses to 
communicate with one another and reach mutually agreeable solutions to things such 
as property division, child custody, child support, and spousal support. This is where 
an attorney can be of invaluable assistance. Couples that are in the midst of a divorce 
should contact a divorce attorney for expert legal guidance and advice. 
Reaching a Final Divorce Decree Before a divorce can be finalized, the several 
important issues must be satisfactorily resolved. These issues can be resolved 
through mutual cooperation by the couple or through the courts. In either case, it will 
benefit the divorcing spouses to retain the services of a divorce lawyer employed by a 
reputable law firm. A divorce lawyer will endeavor to ensure that each spouse's 
wishes are taken into consideration and their rights are protected. Whether the final 
divorce decree is determined though mediation or litigation, a divorce attorney's 
expertise will be quite useful. The four main issues in divorce include. 
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